Introduction story: Ivy Street

Sometimes things don’t turn out like we think they will, sometimes God puts people in our path that don’t turn out like we thought they would.  

God puts ministry opportunities in front of us that sometimes seem so hard that in our human eyes doesn’t seem even worth it. But when we allow God to be in control mighty things happen, lives are changed, long standing ideas or principles are changed, and God’s glory is revealed. 

Sometimes the circumstances of life come to us and it seems so devastating but in reality its opening whole new opportunities that we could never dreamed
Sometimes it’s in those hard times those challenging times those things that blind side us that make us say what am I going to do in my life those are the opportunity that God has given us to break down those walls that lead us to places we could never have imagined had we stayed in those good times that we had become comfortable in.
I am reminded of the Apostle Paul

He was well acquainted with difficult times

He knew hardship and pain

He had disappointments he planned things that didn’t turn out like he had planned

Has he wrote the book of Philippians he reminds us that there are two ways a Christian should look at every situation

How will this affect my life, my job, my family, my health, my reputation?
how will it affect the kingdom of God what is God doing in my life what is God in my life why did God allow this in my life how can my life and my response impact the kingdom of God
We’ll read in a moment how Paul looked at his life from God’s perspective

But I am also reminded of the words of Jesus “If you try to save your life you will lose it; but if you lose your life for my sake you shall find it”

This passage doesn’t make much sense to those who don’t know God. But the reality is that if you spend your whole life taking care of you and you ignore the kingdom of God. You will miss out on the wonderful plan that God had in-store for you.

We as humans are so geared to taking care of ourselves; we are real good about taking care of #1.

Paul got this verse. He cared less about his life but cared more about how his life would impact the Kingdom of God, he wanted his short life to impact others for eternity.

I guess that’s the question for us this morning:

 “How does our life impact eternity?” “How does our life look from God’s perspective?”
Turn to Philippians chapter one
 Paul was looking at his life, initially it looked pretty bleak he was in a Roman prison but then he realized that God was in control. God was at work.
Read Philippians 1: 12-21

We serve a sovreign God. Sovereign means basically that God rules everything 
There are 3 things about the Sovereignty of God from this passage and how they affect our lives:

1. Ownership 
a.  God is the owner of all things, the heavens the earth all things belong to him; believers belong to Him because He bought us with a price. Sovereignty also implies authority - God has the right/the authority to do his will – but remember God’s character is love, God is in control. God’s will is always right we may not always understand it or even like it God has the authority to do His will. He is never frustrated by us; he is never caught off guard He is in control. He is the master of the universe. We may displease Him but we can do nothing to influence the will of God. 

Understanding this fact that God is in control of all things that he has the authority over all things: 

b. Makes a difference on how we see the things in our lives.

c. Paul recognized this; he understood that even though he was in jail that God was still in control. God was not caught off guard by this; God allowed this to happen 

d.  He didn’t wake up one morning and say “Where is Paul” God had the big picture
e. Paul found himself in Prison so he said “I guess God wants me to start a prison ministry” – Paul had already settled this issue in his life that whatever happened or wherever he was God was in control and he was going to let his life be controlled not by the circumstances or situations but he was going to be controlled by the will of God.
f. Praetorian guard 10,000 hand-picked soldiers, Tiberius used them to guard Rome highly paid – they were hearing the Gospel because of Paul and they where coming to know God

g. Christians watched Paul’s life in this difficult situation and began feeling bolder to share the gospel. They became bolder because they understood that it didn’t matter about their circumstances. 
h. We need to realize that nothing can happen in our life that God doesn’t allow. God can take any circumstance and use it for His glory. Don’t start worrying about the circumstances we’re in or the situations we are in whether they are good or bad but remember that a Sovereign God who loves us has allowed this to happen to us. Now we must ask ourselves how God is going to use me in this circumstance to be a blessing to those around me.
2. Take a look at our - CALLING
Look at verse 18 

a. Paul knew why he was on earth. He knew that he was called to preach to share the good news of Christ. It didn’t matter where he was or what circumstance he was in he was to be faithful to his calling.

b. From a human perspective you are a teacher, a doctor, a lawyer, a nurse whatever your occupation may be – but from God’s perspective those are just your occupations it’s not your calling your calling as a believer in Jesus Christ is to be faithful to Him and to share the good news of Christ. You have a job in this world but you also have a higher calling that transcends any earthly duties you might have.

c. I’m convinced that every believer is a minister of the gospel.

i. You don’t have to be ordained or be licensed or go to seminary.
ii. Every believer that comes to know Christ has the privilege of sharing Christ to all those that are around them

iii. You are a minister of the gospel cleverly disguised as a business man or an electrician or home maker

iv. No matter where you are you are fulfilling your calling to share the gospel

v. Can it be said of you that “Christ will even now as always be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.”

Paul knew his calling and it didn’t matter where he was it did not change his calling in sharing Christ.

Lastly I wanted for us to take a look at our commitment

3. Commitment

Read verse 20

It didn’t matter what others did to Paul. He could be beaten even unto death. It didn’t matter. He’d come to know Christ and that consumed him he was committed to sharing Christ to everyone.

1. He even had persecution from the church. He mentions it in this passage in verse 17. But he continued to share the gospel.
2. It didn’t matter even if he lived or died he was committed to sharing the gospel.

3. No matter what happened I am committed whether good times or bad I am in this for the long haul.

4. You see it is in the difficult times that our commitment comes into play. The covenant with God takes on a whole new meaning. When times are good and there is evidence of blessings and all kinds of fruit it’s easy to do the will of God it easy to be faithful and committed.

5. But when the hard times come when the challenges of life come that’s when it’s hard to remain faithful – it’s during these times that the commitment really takes place.

6. So how committed are you to the work of God? Are you boldly living it out in whatever circumstance you might find yourself?

7. You see there may be things that have come into your life that have caught you off guard; they didn’t catch God off guard but if during these times if we just focus on us on our lives on how this is affecting my life; then we’ll just miss it. God is up to something. He is sovereign He is in control.
We have to recognize that God is in control. Nothing comes into our lives that God doesn’t allow. 

We have to say God my life is in your hands. I want to serve you. 

When we face a crisis instead of throwing up our hands; we have to ask God what you are doing. I can I become involved. 

We must adjust the focus to God and not on ourselves. And in doing this others will see it others will be drawn to God by our actions by how we handle the situations and circumstances in our lives. 

Even the most highly trained hardened fighting men are drawn to God by us being faithful to him. 

What impact does God want us to on the world around us? God will use the circumstances in our lives to reach people. 

Think about Paul’s life:

When a crowd gathered to stone him – he shared the gospel with the crowd

When he was thrown in prison – he shared the gospel

When he was ship wrecked – he shared the gospel

When he was beaten – he shared the gospel

He never said woe is me why has God done this to me. No he always said what can I do for God. How can my life have an impact for eternity?

Story of small boy and piano master. “Don’t quit, keep playing”

· Little boy surround by the arms of the master

· God is whispering in our ear – don’t quit, keep going, you’re not alone

· Together we’re going to transform this circumstance that the world will be amazed

· It’s not what you can accomplish but it’s going to be what happens when I put my arms around you and together we will go forward and you will see what I can do through your life that will make the world spell bound not because of your talent but because you allowed your life to remain in mine and I did my work through you.

· As a church I sense God’s arms around us

· We are not alone

· He desire to do a great work in this place

· I am excited about the days ahead. He has a purpose in our church. We just have to let him be in control.

