Noah Lost Story
You know, it’s been my observation that this time a year rather than drawing people closer to Christ, there’s a very real sense in which people are drawn away from the Lord Jesus in the midst of the celebration. Their eyes are turned to parties and gifts, and many times there’s a letdown in church attendance, there is a softening of the prayer life; there is sometimes a lessening of gifts and soul-winning and witnessing—not always, but many times. It seems like in the very midst of the celebration we lose the Lord Jesus.
The Bible tells of

Jesus who, being 12 years of age, went with His parents to Passover; and, while Jesus

was with His parents there at Passover, after the celebration, His parents going back

home, had gone an entire day’s journey and recognized and realized that Jesus wasn’t

even in the midst. They had lost Jesus in the midst of the celebration, Passover, which

was all about Jesus.

I wonder if the same thing might happen to you. So we’re going to ask and answer

five questions tonight, and I want you to get these, not only in your head, but down in

your heart. Number one: In what sense may we lose Christ? Number two: Who May?
lose Christ? Number three: Where may we lose Christ? Number four: How can we lose?
Him? And, number five: How may we find Him again?

Now, let’s read the story here. 

Luke 2: 41-50

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou dealt thus with us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them”.
I. In What Sense May We Lose Jesus?

Now, let me first of all ask this question: In what sense may we lose Jesus? Well, Mary

and Joseph obviously were related to Jesus. Now, how did they lose Jesus? They did

not lose Jesus in the sense of relationship. Mary was still His mother; Joseph still His

earthly father. It was not in the sense of relationship that they lost Jesus; it was in the

sense of fellowship that they lost the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, if you’re saved, you can never ever lose that relationship. 
Let me give you a verse for your margin—
John 10, verses 27 and following—Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish…”—now, you don’t get eternal life when you die; you get eternal life when you believe. If you have eternal life, it can never end
 Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never”—never—“perish…”—not, “every once in a while some will perish”—

 “they shall never perish; neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them to me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:27–29).
And, actually, if you have a King James Version of the Scripture, the word man is in

italics. That is, it’s not in the original; it’s italicized, so you know it’s not in the original.

What He says: “Neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.” Any what? Any man, any

event, anything. 

You cannot lose the Lord Jesus Christ, in the sense of relationship.

But, there can be a loss of fellowship, not a loss of relationship. In this passage of

Scripture, Mary and Joseph said, “We sought you sorrowfully.” Their hearts were filled

with sorrow. May I tell you that, if you are out of fellowship with the Lord, I’m

absolutely certain that you have no joy this morning. You might have happiness; you may have fun; but, you don’t have joy. I’ve often said, and I believe this with all of my heart:

The most miserable person in the world is not an unsaved person. The most miserable

person in the world is a saved person out of fellowship with Jesus—far more miserable

than an unsaved person. 

You want to know this morning whether or not Christ is lost in your heart and in your life—not in the sense of relationship, but in the sense of fellowship? Take the joy test. Is

there joy in your heart right now? “Joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8)? Well,

Pastor, nobody’s supposed to be joyful all the time. I disagree with you. The Bible says,

“Rejoice in the Lord always: and again…Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). And the only way

you can rejoice always is to rejoice in the Lord. He never changes.

And so, in what sense may we lose the Lord Jesus? Not in the sense of relationship,

but in the sense of fellowship. Mary was still His mother, Joseph still His earthly father,

but there was not that connectivity. Jesus was not in their midst.

II. Who May Lose Jesus?

Number two: Who may lose Jesus? Who may lose Christ? Well, it may surprise us to

see that it was Mary and Joseph that lost Him. Look in verse 23—the Bible says, “And

when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in

Jerusalem; and Joseph and His mother knew not of it” (Luke 2:23). Those, many times,

that we least expect to lose the Lord Jesus may lose the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, you

may be a deacon in this church, on the staff, a Sunday School teacher. Could be the man behind the pulpit who’s in danger of losing the Lord Jesus Christ? If you’ll study the Bible, you’ll find out that God’s choicest of saints got out of fellowship with Him from time to time. Noah, David, Moses, Samson, Peter—all of these, and others in the Bible, got out of fellowship with the Lord.

The Bible says that, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1

Corinthians 10:12). Oswald Chambers has said this: “An unguarded strength is a double

weakness.” Do you think you’re beyond getting away from God? Do you? Mary did.

Joseph did. The great saints of the Bible have at one time or another gotten away from

the Lord. Sometimes people think, “You know, if I were just a pastor, if I just lived in a holy atmosphere, I’d never have any temptation. He just doesn’t know

what I face out there in the dirty old world.” Don’t you know that, no matter who you are, you’ve never come to a place where you’re not in danger of slipping away from the Lord?

III. Where Do We Lose Jesus?

Now, here’s a third question: Where did they lose the Lord Jesus?

Look, if you will, in verse 41: “Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover” (Luke 2:41). 
They lost Him in the midst of a religious ceremony; they lost Him in a spiritual celebration. They didn’t lose Him in a dance hall; they didn’t lose

Him in a nightclub; they did not lose Him in some den of iniquity; it was in the midst of a

religious ceremony that they lost the Lord Jesus Christ. You see, Passover was all

about Jesus, and it was there that they lost the Lord Jesus.

As a matter of fact I was reading about that church at Laodicea in the Book of Revelation, and our Lord said, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17). And then,

He ends that passage of Scripture to that church at Laodicea saying, in Revelation

3:20—we use it as an evangelistic text; but it’s really not an evangelistic text—“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock; if any man will hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him.” Where’s He knocking? Friend, He’s not knocking at the sinner’s heart;

He’s knocking at the door of the church.

You know, we say, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20), but sometimes we’ve so forgotten His name that He’s out there on the outside, with His name, knocking, trying to get in. The very Passover celebration was that which separated Mary and Joseph from Jesus. What a lesson that ought to be to us! What a warning that ought to be to us! They lost Him in the midst of a religious celebration.

I recently heard a story that relates to this—about a man who had a princess that he loved very much. He was a prince, fabulously wealthy; his beautiful princess died, and he was heartbroken. He determined that he would build for this princess the most glorious shrine—burial place—that had ever been built. It would make the Taj Mahal look pitiful in comparison. So, he got the architects of the kingdom, and drew the plans for this beautiful shrine, this temple. It was to be magnificent, because of the great love that he had for her. No plan was quite good enough, as he studied all the plans, until, finally, he thought he’d come to perfection. There was no amount of money that he would renege on, that he would not spend; and so, every day he would come to watch this building that was being built for his princess. And, the spires would go up, and the marble would gleam, and the gold overlay would flash in the sun. And, as it was coming together, it was more and more beautiful. He would watch it; he was obsessed with it. It had to be perfect; it had to be just right.

It was nearing completion. He was up in one of the high minarets there in that

palace, and he looked down, and it was perfect, except for one thing. There was

something there that just didn’t seem to fit. It seemed a little out of place; it seemed to

mar the whole thing. He called the workmen and said, “Look, you see that down there; it

just somehow doesn’t fit. Take that out and it will be perfect.” And the workmen went

down and removed the tomb of the princess.
IV. How May We Lose Jesus?

Next, how may we lose Jesus? How did they do it? Well, look, if you will, in chapter 2,

and verse 44: “But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s

journey” (Luke 2:44). 
“Supposing Him to have been in the company.” How did they lose Him? They just assumed He was with them, and they didn’t check up. Now, they didn’t lose Him by getting drunk; they didn’t lose Him by opposing Him or denying Him. They went a day’s journey; they went one step at a time.

And, every step they took, they were getting further from Him, supposing the whole time

He was with them.

I wonder if that’s true about you. I had to ask myself this question before I preached

this message: “Gene, are you just supposing that you’re right with God? Are you just

supposing that Jesus is a reality in your life?” That’s easy to do. I mean, you can

preach, you can sing, you can be a deacon, you can come to church, you can teach

your class, you can sing in the choir, you go from day to day, and say, “Well, I’m fine.”

Read in the Old Testament about Samson. The Bible says the Spirit of the Lord

departed from Samson and he never knew it—he never knew it (Judges 16:20). They went a day’s journey, a step at a time, just simply supposing that Jesus was with them. I wonder—and I’ve had to ask myself this question—I wonder, are you willing, this morning,to look into your own heart and see, Is the presence of Jesus a reality or mere

assumption? Neglect is often the way to get away from Jesus, and that neglect is often

based on assumption. It’s often the cause of backsliding. I mentioned the church at

Laodicea a while back. That church said to itself, “I’m rich and increased with goods and

have need of nothing” (Revelation 3:17). The danger is that I could be preaching this message, supposing that Jesus is real in my heart. I have to step back and take a spiritual inventory to make sure that God and I are step in step.
May I suggest you do that? May I suggest that we all do that from time to time—that

we take a spiritual inventory; that we don’t go just one step at a time, every step further

away from him, supposing He’s with us? It’s an easy thing to do. We may lose Him by

assumption.

V. How Can We Find Jesus Again?

Now, here’s the last question: How can we find Jesus again? Well, look, if you will

again, in verses 45 and 46, 
“And when they found him not, they turned back again to

Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions” (Luke 2:45–46).
Question: Where did they find Him? Right where they left Him. They found Him by going back to where they first lost Him. If Jesus Christ is not real to you and He was once real to you, if you do not have that conscious awareness of His presence, just go back to where you first left Him.

You say, “Well, I don’t know where that was.” I believe, if you open your heart to the

Lord, He’ll show you where it was; if you pray that prayer we’ve been given in the

Psalms—
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and

see if there be some wicked way in me” (Psalm 139:23–24).

Friends, you know where you’ve gotten away from the Lord. Maybe you’ve just been

neglecting your quiet time. Maybe you’ve loved the newspaper and the television more than you’ve loved the Bible. Maybe you’ve stopped attending the worship services like you used to. Or, maybe you’ve gotten some bitterness, some grudge in your heart, or maybe it’s just carelessness, going on day after day, without tuning your heart to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Where will you find Jesus? Right where you left Him. And you can’t plow around that error; you have to confess that sin.

You know where you left Him; you know where you got away from God. How, are

you going to get back with Him? Just go right back to where you left Him. Whatever it

was, go back to that spot; go back to that place; go back to that disobedience, and deal

with it. Until you do, you cannot have that fellowship with Jesus.
Conclusion

As we begin this year it is the perfect time to take a spiritual inventory, 
Would you do that this morning. 
Would you take inventory? Is Jesus Christ real to you? I’m not asking, “Are you saved?” That’s relationship. I’m talking about fellowship.

Are you just assuming and presuming some things this morning? May I ask it another way?

Was there ever a time when you loved Him better than you do now? If so, you’re

backslidden. Let’s spend a few moments in prayer and I’m going to stop talking for a while, and I’m going to ask Carol to play softly, and I want us to do a little inventory today. And I’m not going to ask you to do anything that I’m not going to do, and let’s just see if perhaps some way, somehow, that we might be supposing Him to be in the midst, and we’ve been walking step by step, in assumption, without Jesus being real this in our lives.

