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God’s Invitation, Luke 5: 1 – 11

 We all have a story. We have all come from somewhere we are all going through certain circumstances in our lives; we all have an uncertain future. In God’s eyes we are all special
The stewardship I have as your Pastor, and we have as a staff, and church. That We might walk with the congregation in such a way that we may experience the fullness of God in our life. and the challenge that is that we may not just come together and go through our routines,  sing songs, study the Bible, and do those things we’ve always done but to  somehow help people come to the deeper relationship with Jesus and the abundant life that he promised. Now that abundant life is not the things of this life more material wealth and happiness but abundant life is fulfilling the destiny that God has in-store for us.

As I think about us as individuals I also think about us as a church.

I ask myself:

What does God have for us this year?

That we might experience the fullness of Gods intent for: 

Why has He saved us?
Why has He gathered us together?
Why he has preserved us for such a time as this.

That we might live in such a way that we might bring honor and glory to his name.

I hope you understand that you are special in the eyes of God; we have a purpose that God only knows

And this year I pray that you will seek him with all your heart and come to know and realize what He has in-store for you.

This morning we’re going to meet some simple men that had their lives all planned out but that all changed when they met Jesus. It changed in ways they could never have imagined. They received an invitation from God that changed not just their lives but the lives of many for all eternity.
Turn in your Bibles to Luke 5: 1 - 11

This is a familiar story. But this invitation wasn’t just for disciples 2000 years ago but for us today. 

Jesus had been baptized about 8 months earlier

Jesus is not new on the scene. These fishermen had been around Jesus. They were watching Jesus. They had heard him teach. But they were still going about their routine lives. They were doing what they had always done.

As this passage begins Jesus was about His Father’s business.

John 4:43

The Israelites had become distracted from God. They had focused more on Religion and less on their relationship with God Himself. Jesus came from eternity to show the way back to His father. To provide salvation for all men.

All the sudden Jesus stopped and joined the work of the fishermen.
Verse four

Peter was thinking I’m tired, we’ve been fishing all night, and we’ve already put up our nets. You’re a carpenter what do you know about fishing.

But Peter said “Master” he recognized Jesus as an authority

Through his obedience he got to see the glory of God

It made no sense

Will Jesus ever ask you to do something that doesn’t make sense?

Jesus understands your life. He understands what goes on in your life day by day. He knows what you are doing
We think that God is the expert at church but I am the expert at my job during the week. We live our life like God lives at church and we go visit him once a week.

We say but God doesn’t know what I’m doing, well God does know what you are doing, he knows your work, your hobbies, and your family.

God can go into your life into your area of expertise and show you something that you have never seen before.

He did that to these fishermen. They knew how to fish. But Jesus said listen to me “go back out”

Jesus walked into their lives and they got to see the glory of God at work.

We need to understand God is involved in your workplace in your everyday life he knows how to work where you are. 

When he speaks we need to listen and obey him. And when we do mighty things will happen.

Peter’s response Verse 8

Peter got to see a glimpse of who Jesus was. 

It was just some fish. And it shook Peter. It overwhelmed them.

They got to see the power of God.

Jesus wants you to see who He is. He knows you, but he shows himself to us. ; Because He wants to have a relationship with us. 
When Peter saw Holiness, Peter saw how sinful he was. He asked Jesus to go away. The more you see God’s holiness the more we see our sinfulness

Old Tide commercial “you think their clean but look at them after being washed with Tide”

One of the cool things about this is.
This Holy perfect God invites these fishermen to join him. “Come join me” we could fish all day but I have something better.

Come join me as I do my father’s work.

You’ve seen me catch fish. Now come see me catch men. I want to do something significant in your life. Work in ways you could never understand

That’s the pattern of Jesus today.

He’s still working, he’s still active, and he’s still ministering all around our lives
Jesus loves us enough to come to us. He’s interested in our lives. What we’re doing what we’re struggling with; he shows us who he is.  Not so we would be impressed, but so we will put our trust in him and adjust our life to be a part of what he is doing in our world.

Jesus offers us a life of significance. Now we could just go on with our routine lives. But God has a plan far greater than we could ever imagine. He will do things in our lives that we could never do without Him.
Jesus invited them to go deeper with him. They had no idea what this invitation would mean in their lives. 

How did they respond? Verse 11

The same Peter that preached on the day of Pentecost was the same that on this day accepted Jesus invitation. He was a fisherman that had just had a bad day at work. But by accepting Jesus invitation through the very power of God two thousand years later we are still talking about him about his obedience to Jesus.

You may be saying I am just a fisherman, what can I do for God? But Jesus is simply saying follow me and I will work through you. 

 You might be saying I can’t.
Peter might have said I’m a small business owner, I have bills, I have a wife, my mother-in-law is sick, and we have medical bills. 
Fish was money to Peter – this large catch turned all those no’s into yes’s. Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law.

Personal testimony.

