Read James 1: 2-6

Tell stories of: People coming in seeking money.



Baseball teams/players



Children learning to walk



Someone going through sickness

James doesn’t say IF we face trials, but when we face them. He assumes we will have trials and that it is possible to profit from them we are not required to pretend to be happy when we face pain, but to have a positive outlook because of the results trials will bring. James tells us to turn our hardships into times of learning.

We can’t really know the depth of our character until we see how we react under pressure. Is easy to be kind when everything is going well, but can we still be kind when others are treating us badly or we are going through hard times? God desires to make us mature and complete (PERFECT) not to keep us from all pain. Instead of complaining about our struggles, we should see them as opportunities for growth. Thank God for promising to be with you in rough times. Psalm 23 “Valley of death” – God will not leave you alone with your problems.

There are many types of trials:

1. Some trials come from God

a. God may lead us to a new place (Abraham, Isralites)

b. Give us a new ministry or task

c. His word commands us many things that in our own power may not be easy but in those commands God wants us to rely totally on Him

2. Some trials come from our own sin

a. Getting out of debt

b. Addictions

3. Some trials may be physical

a. An illness

b. A handicap – Paul’, the blind man “he was born blind so the glory of God could be shown”

4. Some trials may be Spiritual

a. Those times when God seems far away – God wants us to draw near

b. We may be in a place that seems Spiritually dead and God wants us to again draw until Him and be the light in a dark place

5. Some trials may be emotional

a. Sadness

b. Loss

c. depression

6. Some trials may not even be our own

a. The sickness of a loved one 

We have to be very careful that we don’t allow the trials of life to become SIN. To let Satan to have a hold onto our weakness and use this time for us to become angry, to fall away from God, to blame God, To not Grow, to become a bad witness for others. Again let me say be very careful that your trial does not become sin.

Here’s a way to not let your trials become sin:

Count these as all Joy

A could way to count these as all Joy is by the acronym J. O. Y. 

The J stands for Jesus

a. to get through these times we must rely on Jesus. To get into Him through prayer, His word, into his presence – many times when people are going through trials the run from God they blame Him these are the times when God wants to draw us in to bring us close. 

The O stands for Others

a. Many times when we are going through trials in life we want to have a pity party. To sit around and say “woe is me”. Again trials are perfect times to focus on others. Jesus when going through trials always had his eye on others whether it was individuals around him or all mankind he never focused on himself. We are created in the image of God so we have His DNA in us we were created to focused on others trials are a perfect time to take the focus off “us” and show the power and grace of God to others Show others how God is taking care of us.

b. Also, we should seek out the Godly council of others. Maybe someone who has gone through a similar situation. Maybe the reason they went through their trial was so that they could help others – then when we have gone through ours we are then given the same task.

The Y stands for You

a. This is a practical thing but during a trial we must continue to care for ourselves to understand that God wants us to grow through this trial. If we don’t focus on this fact then God’s power is wasted. If we don’t focus on our growth during these situations then the whole purpose of a trial to make us complete is lost. 

b. Trials are perfect times for us to be still and listen for God’s leadership and direction

In verse 5 James says: READ VERSE 5

By wisdom James is talking not only about knowledge, but the ability to make wise decisions in difficult circumstances. If we need wisdom, we can [ray to God and he will supply what we need. Christians never need to grope about in the dark. Hoping to stumble upon answers. We can ask for God’s wisdom to guide our choices.

Wisdom begins with respect for God, leads to right living and results in increased ability to tell right from wrong. God is will to give us this wisdom but we will be unable to receive it if our goals are self-centered instead of God-Centered. To learn God’s will we need to read God’s Word ask him to show us how to obey it and then we must do what it says.

Read Verse 6 

James wants us to ask God confidently to have faith that God will take care of us, to never leave us, to give us the wisdom and the ability to grow through our trials.

Conclusion:

In 2 Corinthians 7: 4 The Apostle Paul writes:

Great is my confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf, I am filled with comfort; I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction. 

The Apostle Paul knew about affliction and he knew about the joy that only God can give through them

James said that when you encounter various trials not if. They will come but God will always be with us he will never leave us God loves us and wants us to be made complete He will give us the grace, love, and His strength to go through all trials so His glory will be shown to others. Praise the Lord for this. 

